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From Principal’s Desk

“Everybody has a talent, it’s just a matter of
moving around until you’ve discovered
what it is.” Everyone is born with unique
potentials. In many cases students have not
tried to explore their talents. Everyone is
unique in one way or other. You will find
unique potentials even with differently
abled people.

According to Maslow, “We are not in a po-
sition in which we have nothing to work
with. We already have capacities, talents,
direction, missions, callings.” If you store
your stationery in a cupboard and do not
use it, you will forget about it. Likewise, if
you do not use your talents, you will lose
them.

“Everyone is gifted, but some of us never
opened the package”. You can find your
talents in your hobbies. You may be born
with some natural gift. You can find your
talent in your skills acquired during educa-
tion. It may be in the form of writing,
speaking, programming, designing, paint-
ing, singing, organising an event, decorat-
ing home, cooking and it can be anything.

Sometimes we simply ignore our talents be-
cause it seems ordinary. Talent is a talent. It
can be big, small or ordinary. If anyone
asks you, “what is your talent?” Say it
proudly.

If you appreciate your talent, you give it a
new direction to evolve. You never know
where it may take you in your life. “With
ordinary talents and extraordinary persever-
ance, all things are attainable.”

I congratulate the entire Editorial Team, all
the budding writers and artists for making
this School Magazine vibrant. God Bless
You All

Dr. Nicholas Correa

Principal & Executive Director
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Editorial

“Yesterday is history , Tomorrow is a
mystery , but Today is a gift and that is

why it is called as a Present.”

The year 2020 has been a unique experi-
ence for all of Humanity. As Humanity
has adjusted and accepted the new norms
of safety, we at New Horizon have been
engaging the students through virtual
schooling and digital education. Our stu-
dents have been enjoying and learning
from the unique experiences of virtual

schooling.

This magazine is a platform for students
articulate the challenges and the myriad
ways to overcome the insurmountable
obstacles in life.

I am thrilled with the wide range of ideas
and emotions that our students have ex-

pressed through the articles and poems .

I congratulate all of the students for their
effort. I hope they continue to further
hone their artistic talents for the better-

ment of all.

I wish everyone a happy ,prosperous and
safe new year.
Editor

Annie Kurien
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Vice - Principals’ Message.
At New Horizon Public School, we aim to prepare our students for life. With

the motto of Education to Excel our commitment to the above, stands unde-

terred.

In order to allow the children’s creative urges to blossom naturally, they need
to communicate effectively. This humble initiative is to set the budding
minds free allowing them to roam fee in the realm of imagination and to cre-
ate a world of beautiful words. During these pandemic times , we have wit-
nessed a spurt in innovation and the human enterprise to overcome the un-
surmountable obstacles. I am thrilled to read the deep and profound thoughts

espoused by the students and how they have overcome the challenges pose
by Covid. I wish them the very best for all the future endeavours

Ms Monalisa Basu

Vice Principal

Senior Coordinators’ Message

Fear and Faith have something in common .They both ask us to BELIEVE

in something we cannot see. Let’s train ourselves to find blessing in every-

thing. Seeing the light in the midst of darkness is the lesson we should learn,

not only during this difficult time but all the time. Stay focussed on the good

and making it better. May all the blessings of the Lord be in abundance in the

‘New Year’. Wishing all a Happy New Year filled with hope and Happiness.
Ms Ruby Verghese

Senior Coordinators
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CHALLENGES! CHALLENGES! CHALLENGES!

The Covid-19 pandemic has shaken up the whole
world.

In the wake of the pandemic outbreak, we need to fo-
cus on relevant and meaningful teaching. Here’s a
chance to make education better with the help of tech-
nology. It was indeed a challenging task for the teach-
ers to find new ways and elicit response from the pre-
schoolers. We know that they watch the screen daily,
for the hunt of their favorite cartoon characters.
Teachers also had to switch over to the task of online
teaching, balancing the different learning needs of
students. It was a real challenge for teachers to create
an engaging content for the little ones and catch their

attention to remain focused on the screen.

Teachers started off by catching the children’s atten-
tion through talking to them. The parents were also
connected because a pre-primary child cannot use the
technical skills on his own. But Wait! Wait! I take
back my words now as I see these 3-5 years age
group so engrossed on their screens. They are able to
understand what their teachers are trying to convey.
Often I hear the children say in online class, ‘Ma’am
Please help, I’'m unable to mute myself.” And some-
times I hear, *Sorry ma’am, I’m late because I had
network issues.” This shows that children are grasping
well and are evolving as virtual learners. Learning is
now a click away. Our entire teaching is now digital-
ized. We are not only focusing on academics but also
life skills.

All Celebrations and Competitions are held online.
Kudos! To the teachers and the students of primary
and secondary sections for engaging themselves in
eye catching events and competitions like , Slogan
writing, drawing, elocution and many more. They

have also hosted virtual programs successfully. The
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editorial team of students and teachers deserve a pat
on the back for their excellent work. Hats off to the
ICT team for their continuous support.
I sincerely appreciate the parents, for their coopera-
tion, investing their time and giving a helping hand in
the present condition. They have played a major role
with their contribution to the daily OLT classes. Thus,
helping us to achieve our objectives and reach the fin-
ish line of success. With the help of this triangular
relationship, the young minds are learning online very
well. It was a term of fun filled activities for the tod-
dlers. They were seen making lemonades, sandwich-
es, salads, etc. Keeping in mind the Covid-19 pan-
demic, virtual learning for these preschoolers were
taken up by the teachers involving new strategies and
prodding the children to stay connected, be it fitness,
health, life skills or other activities. The power of
breath was taught throughout the term. Mindfulness
activities included muscle relaxing techniques,
strengthening finger muscles through, “finger aero-
bics’. Calming their minds with music, thythm and
tempo, flipping the movement’s every time. We have
tried to maintain a semblance of curricular as well as
co-curricular in our approach to engage our pre-
schoolers in learning something new and of interest.
Yet, the hunt goes on to find more tools and create
the, “Happiness Quotient” for our toddlers.
It is the need of the hour that we should be conscious
of our environment and stay happy. Parents need to
make time for their children and talk to them address-
ing the situation. And above all, Self-care is still our
priority in this scenario.
Stay Safe! Stay Healthy!
Kuldeep Kaur Rattan

Headmistress (Pre-Primary)
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not help, self control should be practiced .

with their own one.

The most biggest help you can do is self control.

A responsible citizen of India !

God helps those who help themselves

- Ms. Poorvi Sanu X

Accelerating at a dramatic speed , this virus has become the most powerful weapon across the world.

The message is very simple — stay indoors and practice social distancing. Giving it a time spin, our gov-
ernment has taken maximum precautionary measures to slow down spread. Those who disobey the rules will
surely suffer in the future . As it is rightly said* Even god helps those who helps themselves .” Imposing will

The world is still battling the novel corona virus, but it is not over yet. Never compromise social distanc-
ing. Self-spirituality, self-skills can be enhanced at home. Life is precious, playing with it might cost you.
Never miss an opportunity in understanding yourself . There is infinite knowledge in internet, use it wisely but
not adversely. Help yourself because there is no one to help you at this time of trouble, everyone is tangled

Learning instrumental music, dance, online courses , reading, writing to improve your writing skills and
the most important is writing diary . Who knows , that in future someone might find your diary and publish it
and it becomes one of the most popular diary like- “The Diary Of Anne Frank™! Excavate your house, you
don’t know when you could turn up with the most amazing thing.

But remember do help your parents in their chores and spend your most valuable time with your loving
grandparents because they need your motivation now. Remain optimistic, it’s a great tool . Don’t forget forget
drawing and painting because “Art speaks were words cannot explain.” These are extraordinary times , so do
compromise on your little desires . Post corona virus future might be extraordinary, so wait excitedly.

The beauty of nature

Oh! how I admire the beauty of nature
The sweet roses red

The plants in their green

Sunlight peeping through

The chirping birds waking me up

All the nourishing thoughts
Taking the sorrows spreading happiness

Oh! How we remain immersed in its beauty

We are so late to realize how we destroy the key tolife
She has the soil of the earth

-Nishika Thawani IX-H

the fire of fear, the water of life and the wind we
hear

do not spoil it or you will repent

for she is our fears, our tears

for she is our life, also our love

Save it while you can
Let generations of life enjoy it while they can
It’s too early to kill nature

As it is too early to die

SAVE NATURE
SAVE LIVES.
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Importance of school

As we all know the world going through a very rough situation which is COVID-19. The Corona pandemic
has made a global impact in the past months and continues to hit most of the sectors, with education being one
of the most affected ones. At such a time, the extended lockdown period is forcing the education sector in In-
dia to rapidly evolve. Most schools and institutions have come up with the idea of online classes for to start
their academic years.

Although we all have substituted classroom to online classes it's not a permanent solution. We, students, are
missing an important part of our childhood. Childhood is all about school, friends and our favourite teachers.

But as we are in the lockdown, we are missing school. My father used to say that "School life is the golden
life" and I would debate with him and tell that school is boring we have to just study, follow discipline etc.
And I am pretty sure that most of the students might have thought the same. But now as schools are shut down
all my friends and classmates are very much eager to go to school. Now can you see the difference. When I
was going to school, I disliked it, but now I am not going to school I am thinking that school was the best
place I have ever been to. I would like to conclude with a quote

"We always think of what we don't have, but we never think of what we have."

GODFATHER!
- Tanmayee Gajra, XI-B

A child is closest to his grand dad, Smarter and no less intelligent than
He brings the child out of gloom, no matter Einstein,
how sad! Always making sure everything is fine!
He usually has a newspaper fad, He was a science geek and wizard,
He listens to all our tad! Expert in all sciences, including dissecting
To him, only being undisciplined is bad, a lizard!!
With wisdom and confidence, he is clad! His fascination with the elements of Earth,
Telling his grandchildren fairy-tales makes Ensuring there is never a nutrition dearth!
him glad, My grandfather was a kind philanthropist,
One who doesn't listen to his advice is defi- a genius of all,
nitely mad! He would always be there for me in just
He is the one who drives a child's imagina- one call!
tion land, I must have done some virtuous karma in
Forever he guides his sons, holding their the past,
hand! That God gave me a grandad, whose love
My grandfather was a different man, would forever last!

People from round the globe were his fan!
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Believe in Yourself

- Prisha Gawas VI E
A belief'is a feeling of absolute certainty. If you want to achieve anything in life you need to get certain will
you achieve it. Why is that we don’t believe in ourselves, as soon as things get tough in our life, we start
doubting ourselves. We start thinking that we are not going to make it, stressing & worrying imagining things
that may go wrong in the future. We need to understand the human mind is the most powerful tool we own
and we need to learn how to take control of the directions of a mind and emotions. Your mind can help you to
tackle with the greatest challenges of your life. Believes control results because you will never take action to-
wards something you don’t believe it’s possible. You can have all education in the world. It doesn’t matter. If

you don’t believe you can do it you will never get it.

Do you think Serena Williams would be the greatest female tennis player in the history without a belief? Not
a chance. These great athletes, these great human beings, these great players, these great scientists are great
because they believe in themselves. They believe when no one else does. Change the belief that there isn’t a

way and push yourself and find your own path, your own answers, your own way.

The greatest achievement did not come from someone who saw that it was impossible but still believe they
can change achievement something impossible. So, believe in yourself and do the thing which you think
would be impossible. Always remember you can do anything impossible in this world by just believing in

yourselves.

If you believe in yourself, World will believe in you.

Is this the new normal?
- Nikita.J , X A

Never had anyone thought of a life in lockdown. Rushing to school and then coming back home tired. But
now the situation has gone from bad to worse. People are under lockdown at home and become couch pota-
toes. Attending online classes, work from home and that too from one place is the worst in this pandemic.

Before the lockdown we used to go to school, have fun with friends, have face to face conversation with

teachers and enjoy the day to the fullest.

But now, unexpectedly, we have been not able to meet our friends in real; but only virtually. Our life has to-
tally had a twist in it. So, if we give some time and think of whether this is the new normal? Then the an-
swer would be a big ‘YES’. But according to me, it is just new, not permanent. Now, it’s all in our hands. If
we follow all the safety norms and if we really care for ourselves and our society, then we would definitely

get a next chance to live the old and peaceful life.
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THE NEW NORMAL

-Krisha Dedhia , VI 1
We are experiencing difference
Classrooms have a new ambience
Kevyboard and mouse are our new friends,
School playground as apps and screens in trend.

Classrooms are Team channels,
Friends now appear in participant panel.
Mom fretted the science and I feared the math,
But the children were waiting and all started to nap.

When up on the screen, arose such a clatter, |
I sprang to the device to see what was the matter.
The microphone would not work, the connection was bad,
The internet was down, and we all blamed dad.

More rapid than eagles, the understanding came,
Students delighted as teacher called us by name.
Now Aakash, now Aayush, now Priya and Shreya,
On Sanvi and Tanvi, and Tara and Krisha.

Than with a wink of her eye and twist of her head,
Our teacher told us we had nothing to dread.
She spoke not a word, but cd students work,
Then she filled up the grade book and turned with a jerk. i

I thanked her so kindly as she waved good bye,
And ended the meeting as I let out a sigh.
Thank you teachers for all the hours you spend,
Attention you give, needs that you tend.

Time you spend planning efforts you make,
Students to learning, chances you take. ]
Don’t give up the hope the end is in sight,
If we all sick together, we all win this fight!
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Innovative solutions for making education accessible for all.
- Anuja Deshpande XI A

Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change the world.-Nelson Mandela.

Education is one of the most important and necessary aspect of a person’s life. It not only helps an individual
acquire knowledge about various subjects but also plays an important role in shaping his/her character, behav-
iour and thinking.

A nation’s development and growth is determined by the quality of education its citizens receives and thus,
we must realize the importance of education and aim at making it accessible and making sure that each and
every citizen is well educated. For ensuring the above, I would like to list out a few innovative ideas through
which we can make education accessible for all.

Free online education is one of the most effective ways to provide knowledge for people who do not have
access to a physical school like those living in villages. People in remote areas can be familiarised with using
technology such as a mobile phone or a computer along with free access to internet. This initiative can be tak-
en by the government and we as citizens can also help contribute to the cause by donating our old mobile
phones and laptops to those who cannot afford it. E-learning also saves traveling time and money as students
can learn from anywhere and teachers can teach from anywhere. E-learning also helps children learn about
technology which plays a crucial role in twenty-first century. It is also one of the best ways to conserve trees as
they need not be cut down to make textbooks or notebooks.

Opening more schools in rural and remote areas is the simplest and the best way to ensure that each and
every person has access to learning. Opening co-ed schools ensures that both girls and boys are being educated
as should be the case.

The fees of these schools should be as low as possible to make learning affordable, or better yet, the schooling
should be free for those who cannot afford it at least till the age of fourteen to ensure that each and every per-
son is receiving at least a basic education. The government of India has constructed many schools in many in-
accessible areas which has brought up many kids from illiteracy. Not only should the schools be opened for
kids but also to adults who did not have a chance to learn.

Installing smart classes and video based learning is a very cost effective way of providing education to
not only children living in the rural areas but also to those living the urban areas. Cost of printing books and
then buying them can be saved by providing internet facilities for video based learning in each and every part
of the country since internet is very cheap in our country it should not be a problem. Children are able to easily
grasp the concepts through audio visual learning which uses pictures and graphical representation. Using learn-
ing and educational apps as well as games is a fun way to educate children as it stirs excitement in them and
they will want to learn more along with encouraging them to participate.

Providing education to children with disabilities is a necessity and it is the right of each and every child
to have access to quality education, and while efforts to increase learning in schools are critical, they should
not come at the cost of excluding children with disabilities. The best way to provide them education is using
braille, sign language and again audio/visual learning for people with visual/hearing impairment respective-
ly. There are more than twenty-seven million people with disabilities in our country and giving them the edu-
cation like any other person is definitely a big step to make education accessible for all without letting their
impairments becoming an obstacle for them in their learning path. Not only children but also adults did not
have a chance at learning due to disabilities can be taught in the same way. Home-schooling is also becom-
ing a very popular method of learning not only for these people but also for many other people.
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Educating the adult population is just as important as educating the youth as adults play an important
role in the society as well. Adult population which especially live in rural areas can be provided education
using the above listed methods can also help prevent misinterpretation of information among adults which
they then pass onto their children and thus helping them make better lifestyle decisions and to also help them
in sustainable development. This is another step toward making education accessible to all as quite a signifi-
cant number of adults are not properly educated in our country. These methods can also be adopted to edu-
cate certain communities and tribes who do not have access to any kind of education and thus bringing them
out of their shell.

Volunteering to teach people in rural areas is another idea to make education available to all. The gov-
ernment single-handedly cannot do everything. We as educated citizens can also volunteer to teach people
living in villages and remote areas and provide them with our old books and they can be reused. We can also
volunteer to help people in need financially or by donating to government run schools or NGO’s who work

toward educating people.

These methods may not be easy but with combined efforts of the government and all the citizens, we will

surely achieve our goal.

Therefore, I would like to conclude that by using these techniques we can increase the percentage of edu-
cated youth and population and which will shape our society in a better way and create a better tomorrow by

improving the lives of many people.

Unprecedented Times Require Unprecedented Measures
- Avantika Topale , XI A

Every challenge, every crisis is an opportunity, Infinite hobbies to pursue with all this time,

The rewards of which are in entities. So many seconds on the clock, it’s time to shine.

We are in this together,
We’ll get through this together.

We are in the house surrounded by sanitizers,

We are in the house washing our hands even after
a shower.

No work, no school, no sign of Monday,
Everyday just feels like Sunday.

Not sure about what the future brings,

But we must appreciate all the little things.

Stay strong and have faith,
And everything will be alright.

Just take a second, and put your mind at ease,
Cause you don’t wanna go out and help spread
that disease.

We’re in the lockdown cause it’s COVID-19,
And you know what [ mean,

Stay home, stay safe is what you should do,

Wait until the day when we can finally pull
through.
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THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 PANDEMIC ON THE SOCIETY AND ENVIRONMENT.

- Ms. Harshita Nambiar, X A

It was at the end of 2019, that the COVID pandemic began. Since then COVID 19 has become, more than just a
health crisis. It has seeped its way into the deep crevices of our lives. In just a matter of months, it has managed
to successfully implant fear, distrust, alarm and trepidation in the society.

Life hasn't been the same ever since. This pandemic has made us work out the interconnected nature of the
world. As rightly said by the United Nations, " No one is safe until everyone is safe."

The virus may possibly vanish (hopefully) sooner or later, but the impact of the cynicism that it has left behind,
shall loom large over human social relationships. We'll find time falling short, trying to restore what we once
had.

The comfort of being in the presence of others has now been replaced by a greater comfort of absence, especially
of those we don't know intimately. Instead of asking, "Is there any good reason to do this online?" we're asking,
" Is there any good reason to do this in person?" --- and might need to be reminded and convinced that there is.
COVID-19 has put forth a list of stumbling blocks that might further increase the abysmal consequences of the
pandemic.

As a result of the lockdowns imposed worldwide, life has become substantially confined within the four walls
of our rooms. It has become a whole lot more indolent. Teenagers are found spending their time lazing around
or in front of their devices, binge-watching shows. This sudden reduction in the amount of physical activity
can have adverse effects on their health.

With schools, offices and businesses all operating over the internet, digitalization has become the need of the
hour. Leaving them with no option other than to drop out or quit.

At the same time, COVID-19 introduces us to a new era of digitalization. Jobs that will rise in the future, will
demand tech-savvy labour. Our education system will have to be altered in order to incorporate vocational
training to the youth relative to the nature of jobs available.

It comes as no surprise that the pandemic also has it's claws into the environment around us. Talking of the en-
vironmental impact; COVID-19 has seemed to have done more good than harm in this sphere.

Before the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the air around us had been deemed very toxic to breathe in due to
the amount of greenhouse gases that had been emitted over the years. The Earth faced rising temperatures,
melting of glaciers and rising of sea levels. Environmental degradation was happening briskly due to the deple-
tion in the quality and quantity of resources. But after the corona virus lockdowns commenced, there have
been consequential and conspicuous changes taking place in the environment.

Dolphins have started dancing near the shores, exotic animals are seen on the porches of houses, mountain
ranges hitherto invisible behind a cloud of smog can now be seen from far and blue skies & stars have re-
turned.

But doesn't all this seem too good to be true? A global pandemic that is claiming people’s lives certainly
shouldn’t be seen as a way of bringing about environmental change either.

The lifestyle we have today, may be the lifestyle we may have to adapt for the rest of our lives. Social distanc-
ing, wearing masks and sanitizing practically everything will become the new normal. We might still be for-
bidden from crowding in public places even post the pandemic. How then is the population to use public trans-
ports and facilities without the risk of acquiring the virus? People, will therefore resort to buying private vehi-
cles like cars and motorcycles. The increase in their numbers will only lead to further carbon emissions, which
will quickly undo the constructive effect of the lockdown.




In conclusion, over the past two months, COVID-19 has emerged as a public health threat around the world.
It adds to the list of epidemic breakouts of the past that include SARS in 2002, Swine Flu in 2009 and Ebola
in 2004. All these outbreaks remind us that we live in a habitat where it is necessary to respect the relation-
ship between animal, social life, and the environment to survive and thrive. Rapid urbanization and our in-
cursion into forest lands, has created a new interface between humans and wildlife; and exposed humans to

unfamiliar organisms often involving the consumption of exotic wildlife.

As rightly stated by the UN Environment Chief, Inger Anderson "Our continued erosion of wild space has

brought us uncomfortably close to animal and plants that harbor diseases that can jump to humans."”

LOCKDOWN : A NEW CHALLENGE
- Rajit puthran VI E
Always I have heard my elders saying that life is a good teacher in fact heard many stories through my gran-

ny .My parents always said that challenges will always come your way but we should accept the challenge
and move ahead and not run away . So recent hardest challenge was when my parents told me about the lock-
down and instructions which 1 had to follow.one of the most difficult was to stay inside home the whole day
without meeting my friends and relatives and I wondered how is my vacations going to pass without any out-

ings.

Initially I was upset and sad but then took it as a challenge and make the best out of the situation. Everyone
has been affected by these challenging times. So I would like to narrate my story. Previously I never used to
stay at home without playing out specially during my vacations but due to this lockdown 1 am at home and
spending time with my family like playing indoor games .Most important was to keep ourselves fit and
healthy.

As we could see the news flashing that there no vaccine against covid 19 but I thought i can improve my im-
munity doing yoga and can prevent us from us from covid 19. My mom tried to explain that if I value this
period of lockdown by doing something fruitful I would be benefited and improve my skills . So I did so as
my mom advised me but really I was benefited . I was very glad that day . I started exploring myself by en-
tering the kitchen and cooking I enjoyed that by serving a delicious dish .But now I have valued the lock-
down and learnt many things .

All the credit goes to my mom who taught me all the habits that is essential for me and I could take the crea-
tivity out of me by doing some beautiful paintings .She played games with me and I got a new friend playing

with her .Also kept myself engaged with books.

Then it was time for the schools to reopen . But still lockdown kept extending so the schools schedule the
classes online which again was a new learning through technology. And then I had to again reschedule my

timetable . But I will never stop the habit which I have adopted. I feel that we should never complain about

the situation as such challenges bring the best out from us.
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COVID REFLECTIONS ON LIFE — A RETROSPECTION
-Abhisha Whaval , X I

"You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough", said by Mae West (American Actress). Now [
would like to tell you that how the last two months have made me changed human being. As we all are stuck in
such an enraged situation. I have also been enraged due this situation; I am not only enraged by this situation
but, also affected due to this situation. As a result I have become a changed human being. It has brought about
the best in me. I have improved myself in many ways:

Before the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, I lived on an ordinary level of awareness. Surrounded by the fear of
this pandemic, I have become more watchful, aware and cautious. I have started taking care of myself more
than I ever did. I wash my hands frequently and thoroughly; while leaving from the house I don't forget to
wear my mask. I ensure maintaining social-distancing and follow all the rules and regulations set by the gov-
ernment.

Better performance in life can teach us many things in our life. I have exerted on the optimum pressure on my
faculties, abilities and to implement new ideas and things which has made me more efficient. One of the many
things which I have learnt and mastered in is Information Technology even during such a difficult and enraged
situation. For example: - My school lectures are going online. Not only the school lectures but even my class
lectures are also going online. Not only me but, students all over the world are attending their school or class
lectures online.

We should always be ready to transform ourselves into new things, I have also learnt to be curious to learn
about new ideas, things and to implement those ideas and things; which might introduce to your own new and
modernized world. When you embrace the challenges and enjoy each and every experience it gives you then
you can easily overcome it and even gain new idea on new opportunities which will serve you as a growth in
your life.

As we all know that when China was pressurized to tell the exact count of it's COVID-19 patients it had re-
fused to tell. But, finally on 15™ July 2020 it revealed its exact count till date which is more than 1000. And it
is still unknown whether these cases are of present situation or before it. This tells us that it was not open to the
world regarding it's COVID-19 patients. I would like to tell everyone that don't hide anything from your par-
ents, government, doctors etc all those who are working in this situation by risking their lives.

During this current situation, we should smartly and slowly take the decision...Because if we take even a sin-
gle wrong decision or step while doing anything it can be harmful for our life. We should keep thinking about
the positive things and not about negative things because negative thinking contributes to anxiety in social and
performance situations.

This COVID-19 pandemic crisis has made me more spiritual and aware of our transitory existence. During
this, challenging time I have nurtured my spiritual side to connect to my higher self to find the inner strength to
deal with this crisis.

This COVID-19 pandemic crisis has also made me responsible towards the life, natural resources and even the
environment. It makes us realize that even though the natural resources are god gifted we should not exploit or
overuse them as China did whereas we should use it for the welfare and betterment of the people. I have real-
ized that if we don't take care of life, life won't take care of us.
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Challenges are Opportunities

The Daily Stuff, the news we hear,

Lots of Boredom, lots of Fear.

The Pandemic, that the whole world is suf-
fering,

Is what like a challenge we should
acknowledge to.

The Time you include makes it an opportuni-
ty for you,

Which people currently are trying to dive in-
to.

The care you take,

Is the good for you,

But the time says to forage your’ s True.
Think and act active to turn this challenge in
an opportunity for you.

Lockdown days passing by,

No more people to make up your mood,
Every day passes just as soon,

To end up the day by a passing moon.

This dreadful routine is like a challenge to
you,

Can’t you think as a new opportunity for
you.

Forget the pandemic,Be yourself,
Truly think of your fitness and health.

Not only mention these little things,
Focus the greed in the dreams of you,
Note it up what it brings for you.

- Sunit Dighe, IX

Students be careful not to be possessed by
games,

Take them as a relaxation for your brain.
Take care of your body and read out things.
Take a little care of your academics thou,
Because the schools still, appear to be
closed.

Take this challenge as an opportunity you
see,

Take this up by helping your mom,

In further little things.

The best way to get your brain relaxed.

Spend your day as a normal routine,

Play some games as a formal relax.

Work out your day by a fantastic mood.
Take out your challenge as an optimizing
relax.

Rest your body to build up a new peaceful
day.

Call up your and tell them “Have a nice

99

day”.

Acknowledge your wisdom,

Test out yourself onsite.

Intake your over-dreading challenges to a
next level,

Be clever, acknowledge loyalty,

Take your time and make it your fabulous
opportunity




COVID TIMES : Unlearning and Relearning life
- Isha Kuthpady , VIII

Quarantine again? This is the question that has been bothering us for such a long time. We had never ever ex-
pected that we would have to face such a day. But to be honest in my point of view, rather than just complain-
ing about the situation,we should think about the benefits of this period of time. Even the nature got an oppor-
tunity to heal itself. Even I used to find this total situation to be an awful one. But later one day I realized that
all I did was just binge watched things on Netflix and Amazon. Watching was fine, but the thing that hit
wrong was “‘binge watching”.

I could have used that time into a much convenient way. And the next moment I had another thought, ° It is
not too late’. And that’s the time when I started seeing myself doing important and nifty things. Waking up
early in the morning was just a punishment for such a long time, but I realized that a punishment is a punish-
ment only when we want it to be. Yoga and meditation was never my thing, but this time I surfed on the net
about the benefits of yoga and meditation and surprising it was quite a thing that anybody could do and pass

his or her time with not much efforts.

After about half an hour of this I again had a whole day staring at me with boring stuff to do, and I realized
that I luckily had a gym room at my home itself. I surely did not workout totally on the machine but I started
doing normal exercises I knew, but never actually tried. After completing the morning routine, one fine day I
took an old drawing book of mine and started drawing some random things and I realized that the thing that I
always used to avoid thinking that I could have never done it was turning out to be one of the things that I did
well and an activity that I enjoyed.

The next thing I did was choreographed a few dances, western and hip-hop are something that I enjoy and ka-
thak is something that I am learning right now. I started learning French language from one of the online web-
sites. And the last thing that I started doing was writing on different things. Things that I could actually think
on. And all together the hard phase for the world is something that I changed into a lifetime cherishable period
of time for me.

MY SCHOOL LIVES IN ME
- Jay Salia, VII
The word school reminds me education, Every morning, teachers greet with beautiful
A place full of discipline and active participation. smile upon the face,
My school is always lively, Though paperwork the night before seemed like a

But we have to follow the rules strictly. grueling race.

After | wrote my last exam paper, Each day you remind why you’re there,

U 10 2 (IRl 9 e ST Making differences in our lives with whom your
There I got a threatening news of this epidemic
o ] ) heart you share.
Which in months turned into pandemic. . )
) I am blessed with this school,
Thanks to the technology for becoming a boon, - e e o (e "
To make the home a school soo. ere teaching isn’t just feeding with spoon.

) e [ (s iR s I didn’t miss my school in the last two months be-

cause

By connecting teachers, friends, which never kept
e gl It’s always there to rectify my flaws.




PANDEMIC AND ME

The last two months have made me a changed
human being

Analyzing the current pandemic, | have started
agreeing

To be safe and sound from the evil, we have to
ween

Helping us pass on a strong and immune

‘gene’

Reality and pessimism was a perplexion
Slapping myself, I said, “Its all a delusion”
Its time we take optimism in profusion

To prevent a derogatory collision

Meditation was a mind-opening art

To all the bad thoughts, It was a dart

The couple of months set many bench-
marks

A great shot to set trademarks

My experience absorbed this earning
Knowledge, Philosophy and an eternal learn-
ing

Though each day wasn’t much contending

Every task was playfully blending

Breaking the rule was everyone’s urge
What prevented it was the virus’s surge
Engrossment in something made me so sub-

merged

While the digressions just got purged

- Aditya Patil IX-A

Intense was it to maintain one’s physique

Exploring the hidden flair was quite unique
For everything obsolete

The outcome was extremely mystique!

Daily schedule was so hectic

The body cameras desperately needed a medic
After deeply thinking, the mind got so electric,
That everything started to feel symmetric

Hope the vigour continues
And drops down all issues
Hope the world starts to enthuse

And all our tries happen to induce

All this pandemic must not be perpetual
For the world to be less virtual
All our endeavours get effectual

For a better world, also habitual

To all the challenges, say a Hi
To every difficulty, never petrify!
Make sure to always qualify

With all your dedication, try to sly

When the time is now spare,
Be mentally aware
Later, there shouldn’t be any despair

For the opportunity is quite rare
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I have Changed

- Khushi

Oh! how beautiful is the nature’s gift,
But from nature to technology all of us now shift.
All mankind is tasting the bitterness of their deeds,

Mother nature’s punishment is making us realise
our greeds.
We know it now how glorious our world is.

Yet we didn’t appreciate it then and now the
chance we miss.

I have changed,

I miss the open sky, the gentle breeze and the bril-
liant stars.

Also, I can’t explore the marvellous mountains
from behind the bars.

To feel the freedom, I can wait no more,

I can’t confine myself I miss the pleasant shore.
I have changed,

I didn’t care not much time before

But now I have changed and have plenty to ex-
plore

What a creation of the almighty

Who gave us all this nothing less than a blessing
Also, not to mention people who cared and now I
am missing.

I have changed,

I can now distinguish real from fake.
Among people I can choices now make.
Many disguised were in my life before,
Now I am strong and can fight with my inner roar
I have changed,

Gratitude has taken my side.

I thank everyone who truly held me during this
life’s ride.
No matter how many ups and downs we felt,
The belts of trust tied us together and none of us
left.

I have changed,
I learned to weave the best memories with different
coloured yarns.
I can see myself in the fabric not alone at all
Different confused colours made a beautiful picture
of us all

Going everyday to the school
For me it is just supercool,
Education is my future tool

Fills up my life with discipline and rule.

Here comes the novel Corona pandemic
Which racked and ruined our academic,
This long and severe lockdown

Cancelled the trip to my hometown.

CORONA AND THE NEW IDES OF MARCH

-Tanishq Shetty VI-H

When the novel Corona virus came
It brought numerous ideas of indoor game,
I played many innovative indoor games

So my time did not go in vain.

Ongoing online classes are a big fun
School and my teachers thanks a ton,
In our mind we all hoped

That the pandemic is effectively coped.
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Lockdown perspective
- Sancia Correa,X B
COVID 19 pandemic and lockdown is a surprise to my generation. No one might have imagined staying at
home for most of the days upto last year. Some can’t wait to go out again, many don’t really want to, many
others are happy to stay home connected to the outside world only through their electronic devices. During

this lockdown time people are looking for what to do.

Being at home was a most difficult task for me during this lockdown. I would always look for opportunities
to sneak out but the fear of contacting the virus would stop me. My parents always motivated me to exer-

cise at home which I didn’t enjoy but gradually got used to it.

There are boundaries for physical movement being at home. I know that this social isolation can be utilized

for personal development. Some activities will make this self-quarantine period more productive.

In the first phase of the lockdown, I spent a good deal of my time fretting about how I would fill it. But
time brings changes, later, this lockdown was no longer fun and I yearn to go out and meet up with all my
friends, play on the ground, sit on the school benches and learn instead of straining my eyes in front of the

laptop all day.

School was fun. Now I miss my morning assembly, activities, programs, celebrations, field trips, excur-
sions, group activities, sharing tiffin, gossiping with friends, etc. It was fun waiting for school messages
early in the morning saying school is closed due to heavy rains. Now we hear sometimes online schooling

cannot be conducted due to power cut or shutdown.

My teachers always try to make their online classes interesting, conduct various online group activities and
give us projects. However I want to go to my school and stroll around. I feel being at home in this manner

is a self imposed imprisonment.

My movements are completely restricted in the online schooling. I have to look at the same wall and sit at
the same place. There are so many things happening at home. My brother is busy in his studies, sister is at-
tending her classes, Mom is busy making noise in the kitchen, Dad keeps opening and closing the door so

frequently. Now I am used to this system.

Though this lockdown was a difficult time for me It has also taught me many lessons for life. Now I have
learnt how to prioritise things for life. Earlier I felt everything which looked good and important for others

was important for me. This used to create tension in my life. Now I have learnt how create priorities for me.

I always loved reading story books and novels. This lockdown has taught me to choose the books for my
personal growth and development too. This lockdown has brought me closer to God. Earlier I used to recite

prayers. I say prayers from my heart. The lockdown has created a deep faith in me towards my Lord.
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Covid times and me

- Sara Payati, VIII A

It was a usual evening. I was watching the television when suddenly, I came to know about the lock-
down which had been imposed by the Government to prevent the spread of Coronavirus. At first, the
“Lockdown” was the new term to me. It was very shocking for me to accept the fact that I would have to

stay at my home for 3 Weeks.

Initially, when the lockdown started, I would feel bored. I would sleep till late afternoon,
watch movies, be active on social media and just laze around. That’s the time when I decided to make a
Schedule. I sat down with my Parents & made one. I started accompanying my parents to do the house-
hold chores. I made sure to spend my day by doing creative work. The Lockdown also helped me to spend
some quality time with my family, I played Online games and cards with them. I also looked after my

Grandma when she was ill. It made me realize about our responsibilities towards our family.

I would watch various recipes on YouTube & Cook delicious delicacies. The School Online Lectures
updated me about Technology & Online teaching. I did Aerobics and Yoga to keep myself fit and
entertained. I attended various Online Courses and at the same time focused on my studies. After follow-
ing this routine, for a while, I thought that the lockdown was fun! After doing many things by myself, one

thing was definitely sure, it was just a trailer of 2020!

The Schedule that I followed turned into habit. It just felt like normal. Along with my schedule,
I kept myself updated about what’s happening around me, here and round the World. Though, the Lock-
down was being fun for me, I realized that many people were jobless, who didn’t get their salaries, many of
them stuck at their native place. I realized the pain people were going through. Slowly, the number of Coro-
navirus cases increased day by day and worsened. It was too much of negativity & bad news all around!
There was a ray of hope and still it is. To keep myself happy, I kept in touch with my Friends & Family over
the call. But I have to say, though I was addicted to my Phone, it was a very good friend of mine to keep in

touch with my loved ones.

I always loved writing! I also have tried my hand at penning down a poem. But every time I failed and
finally decided give up. The Lockdown emerged as a second chance. So, I believe in every Calamity there is
a Silver lining, a beaucon of hope & this Lockdown definitely helped me believe I actually could pen down a

poem.

Finally, I would like to say whatever the ups and downs people have faced, I have a different stake. As
they say there are two sides to the Coin, one side today is obvious but the other one has been a really good
companion of mine. It helped me to support my family in doing my part of household chores, taking care of
my Grandma, save money and so on. This hardest challenge in my life so far has not only brought out the

best in me, but also made this Lazy kid become “Aatmanirbhar”.
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CORONA AND HUMANITY : A WIDER PERSPETIVE

- Niranjan Prajeesh ,XI B

Humanity’s ego had negatively reached its extreme end prior to the beginning of the new decade. Techno-
logical advancements in the fields of automobiles, pharmaceuticals, electronics and others had rocketed to sky
high levels during the last decade. People had all the technology that they could ever dream of. The environment
as usual, was neglected by one and all was in a horrendous condition with a huge spike in pollution levels with the
release of CO,, NO, and SO,. Animal population had receded so low that even national parks and zoos did not

have adequate numbers. Then came our ‘Destroyer’ and nature’s ‘Saviour’, the ‘Novel Coronavirus: COVID- 19°.
Nature is self- reliant, something which humans have failed to understand till date. Nature can take care of itself
when exploited to certain extent. But the entire scenario changes when some humans try to satisfy their greed by
mercilessly exploiting the nature, the price of which has to be paid by innocent others. Landslides due to excessive
mining, floods due to deforestation are the worst hits. Even this COVID-19 pandemic with its destructive potential
is a form of nature’s wrath and retaliation which has been unleashed due to the eating habitual of some people and
the remaining world is suffering for it. Even then the technological advancements of mankind stand futile especial-

ly when the world crucially needs it.

The lockdowns across countries has kept people in their homes for nearly five whole months putting a halt
to all activities around the globe, providing nature the time it significantly needs for recuperation. Prior to the pan-
demic those animals which were long back driven out from their shelters due to the expanding urbanisation have
also come back. This even includes the dolphins in the Marine Drive of Mumbai, deer in the holy mountain of
Tirupati, even rhinos in Guwahati. Even people who used to travel around the world for their profession have also
returned home. Having no time for themselves and their families, they have turned towards their beloved ones and

their health and are having a great time altogether.

While there have been positive impacts on the lives of some, there also have been negative impacts on the
lives of many. Most of these disadvantaged belong to the lower sections of the society which includes daily wage
workers, household helps and farmers among many. There are even people who had just begun to settle in their
careers when this lightning struck them. Unemployment has rooted itself even more than ever. With no forms of
work available in India especially, they are being forced back into their villages further slowing our country in the
great race of nations. One of the fields which was unexpectedly and heavily affected is the field of education
across the globe. Schools, colleges, universities have been forced to shut down due to the increased chances of

spreading of the virus and the students had to return to their countries and homes to prevent the disease.

The online classes which have been introduced to carry forward education has put up its own set of chal-
lenges. Passive learning among the students and inexperience among the teachers are the major problems. Debut
of certain teachers and students to this online form of education has resulted in this problem. The students are not
able to absorb what is being taught due to the lack of interaction with their fellow classmates as well as teachers.
Another problem is mainly concentrated among the people of the lower sections due to their inability to afford the
devices required. However, to tackle this complication, the Government of India has launched certain TV channels

for education specifically.
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As a coin has two sides, similarly, this lockdown has also given a boost to several other industries and sectors
which the normal conditions were unable to. E- Commerce and pharmaceuticals are the most successful ones.
These industries have been given such a great boost that their services are being spread far and wide. Elec-
tronics sector which had shown a slow start initially, has also started to expand its sales. Though the food in-
dustry has had a setback due to no dine- ins possible, however home delivery of food has also helped restau-
rants from shutting down. With no sport being played with a live audience across the world, major sporting
tournaments like Olympics has also been postponed. The organisations involved have also incurred huge loss-

€sS.

The only thing that has benefitted from this lockdown is our body and the environment. People who once nev-
er had time for their body now have nothing to do and have taken up various programmes for the benefit of
their body. People have taken up yoga and various exercises for strengthening their core. The environment
which was neglected the most has made us realise the consequences of doing so. This time is also helping the
environment in recovering from the mess that we humans have created is a great relief for environmentalists.
Air quality has reached such high levels that it had not reached in over a decade. Due to the closure of facto-

ries, the water quality has also surged in an encouraging manner.

Nature always gives us certain signals whenever we overdo something, it is when we ignore these signals that
mankind runs into such devastating pandemics and epidemics. Climate change is one such signal, if we do not
attend to this signal, then no one knows what mother nature has up her sleeve for us this time. As said wisely
by Wangari Maathai, “The environment and the economy are really both sides of a coin. If we cannot sustain
the environment, we cannot sustain ourselves.” We need to take care of nature in the same way we take care

of our parents for it is this very parent that has always helped man in all his endeavours.

Childhood
- Nupoor Teli IX J
O lord, tell me why Just like making a floor
childhood comes once a lifetime, where childhood is the first tile.
Why I feel that all the pleasures of the world
Are simply mine. O lord, tell me when

did I get mature ?
O lord, tell me how

I commit countless mistakes,

When I stopped crying before everyone

and shed tears behind the shower.
How I got the idea at 3am

to get everyone awake ! O lord, I am grateful that you offered me

O lord, tell me what this precious childhood,

is this magic of life I promise to keep the child in me alive

and forever have a fruitful mood !
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Young India and Our New Qutreach

- Ketaki Nirbhavane XII A
George Shaw once said “Better keep yourself clean and bright, you are the window from which you must see
the world”. The government of India has taken an incredible decision to introduce a new programme called
‘Gandagi Mukt Mera Gao.’ This is a national level campaign; to promote and support clean villages. This pro-
gramme has many significant aspects to it; it promotes consuming safe drinking water along with education
about health and sanitation through many awareness programmes and taking care of the environment.
This programme is imperative because cleanliness is an aspect of life which cannot be ignored it is the repre-
sentation of an individual and their morals. The mere act of practicing hygiene can improve a person in colos-
sal ways. This initiative will improve the lives of many future generations; it will also increase the life expec-
tancy. This can be done by: saying no to plastic, it is detrimental to our environment, using renewable energy,
composting, and recycling, reusing and reducing plastic use, planting trees and using appropriate bins for our
trash. We should be self reliant by practicing hygiene in own surroundings, on our own for our own benefit.
Swami Vivekananda once said “Every nation has a message to deliver a mission to fulfil and a destination to
reach. The mission of India has been to guide humanity” as people say cleanliness is next to godliness and this

time it’s our responsibility to guide India to be a better cleaner, greener and healthier country.
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MY VICINITY, POLLUTION-FREE VICINITY
-Isha Bhanushali X-A

It is rightly said that CLEANLINESS IS GODLINESS but UNKEMPTNESS IS NEXT TO INCAU-
TIOUSNESSCleanliness begins from oneself, it propagates and effects each and everyone. It is something
essential for mind, body and well-being. Cleanliness is an essential trait, not a compulsion. It is when you
think you should be surrounded by something beaut, you mantain it.For instance you want your room to
seem good so you maintain it, you want yourself to look good you maintain yourself but what about those
roads, the parks ,the Theatre and all those public places, Oh they’re PUBLIC, “the public does not include
me” it for the public is a common cliched term that we associate our thinking with.

We do not keep our roads and other public places clean because we think we do not come into its
authority or its responsibility. So aren’t we backing up from our duties? The greatest sin is thinking that
this stuff belongs to others, it is the duty of someone else’s .I think the thought of keeping our vicinity
clean is quite secondary and something which seems useless or not my worthy sort of job to us. So now
who’s taking the force .This mammoth task falls on the shoulders of those who are ready to represent In-
dia and take up the task. Today if you are given pictures of filthy roads or public places and asked to rep-
resent yourself , your country with those picture, aren't we overshadowing our country due to our reckless-
ness of all the exemplary things it has? But I feel that they truly show the true spirit of citizens in a coun-
try and their devotion towards their country. One who cannot find unity in his or her country or take up the
responsibility towards his country cannot make his or her country great! And if we are one of them, it’s
time to change.

The tips and tricks to conquer a healthy environment are no new to us but the aspiration of a clean
Country is definitely more developed and with more force . Let's not be satisfied, let our unsatisfaction
cause us to change our actions. Let's start from within and.....

LET CLEAN INDIA NOT just BE PART OF A SCHEME BUT IN THE DREAMS OF THOUSANDS
OF ASPIRING CITIZENS OF THE COUNTRY!!

Sapna Salian XI -B
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION: Cleanliness as a Mass movement
- TANMAYEE GAJRA , XI-B

“Cleanliness is not a function of how rich or poor you are, but that of mentality and principle.” What
exactly is cleanliness? Is it only related to keeping ourselves clean? Cleanliness is the state or quality of being
clean as well as keeping the surroundings clean. Cleanliness plays a major role in our lives because it gives
rise to a good character by keeping body, mind and soul clean. It is an essential part of healthy living as it
helps to improve our personality by keeping clean externally and internally. One should never make the mis-
take of compromising with cleanliness. It is one of the ways to ensure a disease-free living.

Taking the importance of cleanliness into consideration, the Government of India, under the lead-
ership of our honourable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi started a cleanliness drive. This drive known as
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” was started on October 2, 2014. Till date, it has made a noteworthy contribution to
the cleanliness of my country as well as my city. Living in the ‘City of Dreams’, Mumbali, involves living in a
place where streets are constantly swarming with people. This brings with it the problem of littering as not
everyone is worried about cleanliness. In spite of this fact, Mumbaikars and the Government have put in their
best efforts and made Mumbai much cleaner. The roads are cleaned twice every day. Separate dustbins for wet
and dry waste have been installed in every nook and corners of all roads. The walls have been beautifully
painted to illustrate how we can maintain cleanliness. Lots of toilets have also been constructed and India has
successfully become Open Defecation Free. All this has motivated us to imbibe the quality of cleanliness in
our daily lives as well.

Our contribution to this initiative also plays a significant role in overall cleanliness. Environmental
cleanliness can be enhanced by cleaning the mess created around us regularly, avoiding plastic bag usage, not
littering the road by throwing the garbage, effective disposal of used water, adopting reusing and recycling
techniques and always monitoring the pollution levels.

To conclude, a clean person is not the one who runs away from dirt, but one who takes the time and
effort to tidy-up a dirty environment. A country’s development depends on how well it handles the waste gen-
erated and cleanliness in general. Afterall, “Cleanliness and order are not matters of instinct; they are matters
of education and like most great things, you must cultivate a taste for them.”
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